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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-580
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Redman and Boyer 
Date of Introduction: August 27, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F, LUZ
Date of Analysis: August 28, 2014
Type of Action: Appropriation and fiscal year carry-over; designation of contract manager; Ordinance Code waiver; 
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates up to $5.5 million from current fund balance in the Southbank CRA tax increment district in the FY13-14 ($1,705,545) and from future CRA revenues in FY14-15, FY15-16 and FY16-17 to the design and construction of a “context sensitive” redesign of Riverplace Boulevard from Prudential Drive to Museum Circle.  The bill provides for carry-over of funds from one fiscal year to the next and designates the Public Works Department as the oversight agency in conjunction with approval from the Downtown Investment Authority. The bill waives any provisions of Sec. 654.111, Design Standards – Streets, in the Code of Subdivision Regulations which may conflict with the principles of “context sensitive streets” in order to promote economic development in the area by providing for a safer, more attractive pedestrian and bicycle-friendly street, parking and sidewalk system.
Background Information: In 2013 the City Council adopted Ordinance 2013-185-E endorsing the use of “context sensitive streets” that may deviate from the usual City roadway standards in order to customize pavement width, parking arrangements, sidewalk location and width, bicycle lanes, etc. to harmonize with the surrounding land uses and to encourage and protect alternative means of transportation such as walking and bicycling. The bill created a Context Sensitive Streets Standards Committee within the Public Works Department to consider and advise upon deviations from the standard subdivision and roadway construction regulations for purposes of encouraging the construction of context sensitive transportation facilities. This bill appropriates current and future funding from the Southbank CRA tax increment district to re-make Riverplace Drive as a context sensitive street.
Policy Impact Area: Economic development; alternative transportation enhancement
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates up to $5.5 million in current and future Southbank CRA tax increment revenue for the design and partial construction of the refashioned roadway.
Analyst: Clements
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